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University of the Witwatersrand Law School

The exchange program between UW Law School and University of the Witwatersrand Law School (Wits) was established in 2000.  It allows two students from UW law school to attend the Wits law school in South Africa each semester. UW Law School is privileged to be one of only two US law schools that have an exchange agreement with Wits.  The Wits Law School has a website at http://www.law.wits.ac.za.  
The Environment

Wits Law School is one of South Africa’s premier institutions for legal education. It is situated in Johannesburg, the geographic and economic heart of South Africa. Johannesburg is a large, industrial city with excellent connections with the rest of Southern Africa and the world. The campus of the University of the Witwatersrand is located in the urban center of the city within its own 400 hectare campus.  The Law School is located on the East Campus.
Courses at Wits

The Law School offers a full range of law courses.  In addition, students may take courses such as the Practical Legal Studies program under which students may gain direct experience with South African law through the Wits Law Clinic. Since most law students in South Africa and at Wits are taking a five year undergraduate degree, UW exchange students are also granted access to the Wits Law School’s LLM classes in which our students are able to interact with graduate level students who are usually practicing lawyers in Johannesburg. These offerings have provided Wisconsin students with a wide-variety of interesting and challenging courses.  The language of instruction is English.

Credits

UW Students receive direct UW-Law School credits for the courses they take at Wits. Because this is a formal exchange between UW and Wits the credits are not transfer credits but rather credits granted by UW.

Academic year and eligibility
The academic year at Wits runs from February until the end of June and then from late-July to the end of November. This means that UW students who plan to participate in the exchange need to be aware that it might require some rearranging of their summer work plans (in the case of Fall participants) and it will affect the timing of your graduation if you participate in the Spring of your final year.  This program is open only to University of Wisconsin law Students.
Housing

Students are responsible for securing their own accommodation. However, Wits University has recently opened a special residence on campus for international students which is reasonably affordable and open to UW exchange students.

Money
Wisconsin students pay their regular tuition to the Law School and this covers all academic expenses in South Africa. Students are responsible for their own travel expenses. While in South Africa, students must pay for their own housing and other living expenses.  See the Study Abroad Handbook on how your financial aid is impacted by study abroad.
Experience of past students
For the last six years students from UW have been participating in the exchange and all those who have gone to South Africa have reported that they have had an extraordinary experience during their time there, both in relation to their academic activities and the opportunity to learn about Southern Africa.       

Application procedure
Applicants for the exchange should submit the following documents by February 22, 2007 to the coordinator of Study Abroad Programs, Sumudu Atapattu (6222 Law)

1.  A completed study abroad application form.

2.  A written statement indicating why you want to study abroad and how foreign study advances your law school program of study.

3.  A copy of your Law School grades (this can be from the web; it does not have to be an official transcript).

4. A copy of your resume.

This will be a one time application for both fall and spring semester exchanges.  Selections will be done by the Study Abroad Committee chaired by Professor Heinz Klug.  

Send direct inquiries about the program to Professor Heinz Klug or general inquiries about study abroad to Sumudu Atapattu 
  


