
Louis ButlerVisits Law School
After Investiture

Law School Joins With Courts to Help
O·vorce Litigants and rain Students

Shortly after being sworn in as the
flrst African American to serve on tho
Wisconsin Supreme Court, Justice Louis
Butler '77 stopped at his alma mater, the
UW Law Sc;hool. Butler described his
experience as a UW law student and
encouraged his audience to work hard
and aim high.

The Fall 2004 erne rer marks he
debu of he Divorce ourt
Assistanc Project. a joint project
of the ane County Courts and
the Remington Center's civil law
program, the Econ mic lu de
Institute. The project wa initiated
at the uggestlon or-Wisconsin
Supreme Court and Dane County
Judgc Moira Krucg I' in response to
the fact that more than 60 percenr
of family law litigants ar unrepre-
scared i11 courr, greater th n in any
other area of law.

Th new Divor e ourr
Assistance Project (D AP) i under
the supervision of linical A sistant
Profcs r Mar hs Mansfield, wh

es than three hours aftci" being
sworn in on August 25, 2004. the
first pcrsoli of col r on the
Wisconsin Supreme OUH, Jus dee
Louis B. BLI IeI', Jr., greeted iJ1C m-
ing students in be egal Education
Opportunities (L£ ) pr gram, th
Law School's national model For
I'C nuiring and rnent ring srudcnrs
from hlstorically under-represented
communities. and welcomed them
to the Law Shoal.

. utler, a '1977 OW Law
School graduate and a participant
in the LEO program, was a
Milwaukee public defender and
served as Milwaukee Municipal

ourt judge and a Milwauke
ounty ir uir ourt judge before

hi appointment to the Wisconsin
Supreme ourt. Butler joined Stu-

dents for lunch in rhe Law chool's

bring many years of experience in
all aspects of family law. rudenrs
will receive referrals from family
court judges and court cornrni sion-
ers to work a facilitators with self-
represented parries to prepare
divor e ca es for decision. They will
nor serve as advocates for either
parry, bur will offer work hops and
work with individual litigants to
guide the partie through the legal
pro ess,

Students will learn (he nuts
and bolts of Wisconsin 's divorce
law, both substantively and proce-
durally. They als will undergo in-
depth skills training in interview-
ing, c unseling, and negotiating,

atrium and shared a f'ew thoughts
about rhe legal profession and his
journey from (he south side of

hicago to the Wis onsin Supreme
ourr, He sp ke of' his prid in b sing

a pan of rhe entering cia s at the
UW Law School thirty years ago.
and urged the entering LE tu-
dents co sr.udy hard and et their
sigl rs high.

Developing Leaders
Louis Buder' appoinrment ro
the state's highest court high-
lighrs the Law chool's Strong
history of diversity and irs role in
developing tate and national
leaders of color. The Law chool,
through it LEO program, has
made a significant contribution
toward diver ifying the legal
profession nationally, graduating
over 1 000 lawyers of color.

Butler is one example, bur
mere are many other tate leaders

ho are L program gradual'
Se retary of ommerce Cory
Nettles, ecretary of me
Departrnent of Revenue Michael
Morgan, and Commissioner of
In urance Jorge Gomez are all
VW Law chool gradua cs of
color, as i anae Davis a
member of [he UW Board of
Regents. Orner UW Law chool
graduates who have been in me
pres this past year in Iud Paul
Higginbotham, the first p rson
of color to serve on any
Wisconsin appellate COUH;

Glenn Yarnahiro, the tare's first
Asian-American iudg ; and
Michelle Behnke, the fir c per, on
o color to be elected president
of the tare Bar of Wi min.
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