
STUDENT NEWS

Velazquez-Aguilu Wins 2005 AWL Scholarship
and the author of the arti le "Not
Poor Enough: Why Wisconsin's
ystern for Providing Indigent

Defens is Failing,' forthcoming in
2006. She was a summer asso iatc
at Winston & trawn, LLp, in
2005, as well as a surnrn r intern at
the Midwest Immigrant and
Human Rights enter in hicago,

AW is a 350-rnembel' bar
association based in Milwaukee
that P! motes the welfare, inter ts.
and professional developrnenr of
women lawyers.

in recognition fa adernic xcel-
I nee and outstanding service ro
the Law School community and
the cornmunity at large.

Velazquez-Aguilu, a Madison
native, earned a B.A. in political
science at UW-Madison before
entering Jaw shoal, and she has
been a rive in political campaigns
f r several year . In the 2004-05
academic year, she served as presi-
denr of the Latino Law tudents
Associarion.

Velazquez- guilu is edit r-in-
ch ief of the Wisconsin Low Reuieu:

Third-year
tudcnr

Lola
Velazquez-
Aguilu has
been named
winner of
the Virginia
A. Pomeroy
Memorial

cholarship
from the Association of Women
Lawyers (AWL). The $2 500
scholarship, named in mcrn ryof
a former A~ president is given

Lola Velazquez-Aguilu

Mock Trial Program Tra-ns Future Trial awyers
The Law ch 01s Mock Trial
Program i rapidly evolving inro a
viral part of [he trial advocacy cur-
riculum. Th program is (he trial-
level equivalent of the Moo
Courr Program. the Law chool'
long-standing and prestigious
mock appellate advocacy program.
The Mock Trial Program trains ru-
dems as rrial lawyers 0 chat they
are ready to successfully try 1 w-
suits in regional and national
cornperirions. rud nrs are divided
into team and given a cornpler
civil or criminal file for the case
rh y are ro cry in ompetirion,

The program began in 1996.
when linical Professor Krista
Ralston agreed to coach interested
students. A year later. the UW
ream won me regionals
of the American Trial lawyer'
As ociarion camp tition and went
to the nationals. In 2003, after
even year of coaching, Raj ton.

turn d the program over to (he
Law chool's Communication
and Advocacy Program dir cred

by Clinical Profes or Susan
reingass a former Dane oumy
ircuit Court Judge and seasoned

litigator. T, a experi enced col-
leagues. criminal defense attorney

Uen Ben and civil litigator
Rhonda Lanford, expanded the
coaching effon.

"The mock trial program
teaches people how to
work in teams and instills
confidence in a/l forms of
legal presentation ."

- Susan Steingass

Mock rial experience benefits
students in many ways whether
they intend to pur ue a litigation
career or not, reingass says. "The
mock trial program teaches organi-
zation analysis, and communica-
tion kills. It reach peopl how ro
work in teams and in rills onfi-
dence in all form of legal presenra-
rion. It' an expcri nc char mirror
real lieigarion careers." Participating

econd- and third-year students
earn academic credits. and me pro-
gram regularly ends student teams
ro everal national competitions
during the year.

tudent begln preparing
for camp tirions six to ighr
we ks beforehand, and as the
ornpetirion near, preparation

intensifies to includ daily prac-
rices and full-blown trial scrim-
mages between reams. 1:e
instructional method is entirely
learning by doing. Participant
move from students to trial-ready
attorney in a comparatively short
period of orne.

In the past two years, the
numb r of tudents involv din
the Mock Trial Program has
grown from 12 to 25. In

prernber, participants el red
their first board of directors. A
roral of 75 new students (fir [-
through third-year) competed for
SPOtS on the team, and new mem-
bers were announced at the end of
epternber,
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