
Steve Meili (left). Director of the University of Wisconsin Law School's Consumer Law Clinic,
consults with a fellow clinical supervising attorney during a conference phone call while working
with second-year Law School students Holly Ponu'anlng and Hugo Rojas.

Consumer Clinic Wins

ThiS January the UW Law
chool's onsurner Law
itigation Clinic won an

important victory overturning a
mandatory arbitration lausc in
a consurn r contra t. Th as
was against ross ountry Bank
(CCB), whi h markers credit c rd
co lower-income consumers with
credit and debt problems.

ew Victory
Although a Wisconsin case,

the decision will have an impact
aero s the country. Attorn y Paul
Bland of rial awyers for Public
Jusrice circulated a message on the
slgnif am impa t of the opinion.
Bland commented, 'It's a rcrrlflc
decisi n '" ongrarulations t the
lawy rs and students of rhe niver-
siry of Wisconsin onsurner aw

N WS
irigation linic for winning this

huge victory."
The nsumcr Law Clini

one f ten clinical projects at the
aw chool, repre ent [ow-income

diems in disputes ranging From
scams ro unfair d .bt collection
to payday-loan abuses, The lin I
also works b hind the cenes, to
encourage legi lation that prote s
onsurners against 1I nfalr practic s

and help to StOp furur . violations
rhrough community outreach. For
instance, the clinic w rks cl sely
with enrro Hlspano, alerring th m
ro possible s arns targeting rh

arino population in Madison.
The dini is an important

reaching tool of the Law chool,
providing opporrunlrles for tudcnt
co develop important lawyering
skills in real cases under rhe supervi-
sion of a clinical professor. As St ve
Meili, Dire tor of the linic for [he
past 15 years, expl ins, "We train
students co become effective, ethical
legal advocates, and all of LIS in (he
clini -students in lud ·d-pridc
ourselves on the quality of our work."

East Asian Legal Studies Center Receives Major Grant

The cast Asian Legal tucli s
enter ·~tthe University
fWisconsin Law School

received a $488,000 grant From the
U. . rate eparrment Bureau of

ernocracy, Human Rights and
Labor. The gram will fund a two-
year project, the 'Program in U.S.
Administrative Law and Regula ory
Practices, ' which will train officials
in the Shanghai govcmmem at the
municipal and lis riel' levels.

The goal of the program is to
increase transparency, predictability,

legality, and fairncss in government
regulation and in the delivery of
services in Shanghai.

The center, headed by Profes-
sor harlc Irish, was established in
1990. Ir provide a variety of pro-
grams and activities related to the
peopl and academic institutions of
East and Southeast Asia, continu-
ing the Law chool's long history
of involvement in international
and comparative law. The center
formalizes and increases the aw
chool's acaderni interaction with

universities, government ministries.
and the private sector in this parr of
(he w rid. he center also provides
a tlvlties of special Interest to J. .
tudents in the form f short pro-

grams internships, research grams,
and Law School pan-time jobs.

The gram as written
primarily by Professor John
Ohnes rgevrh center's A sistanr
Dlrecror, and Pam Hollenhorsr,
Associate Director of the Law
School's Institute for Legal Studies.
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