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Recent Controversy Provides Impetus for Teaching Forum

University of Wisconsin Law
chool students and faculty

members parti ipated in a forum
on rh ev ningo March 20,2007,
to address che toplc " hared Rights
and Responsibilities in an Academic
Community: Talking to Each Other
about ontr versial or ensiti
Material in the las rom." The
faculry-ini riared forum acknowl-

edged the importance in a law school
curriculum of engaged and halleng-
ing dialogue about controversial
subjects, and oflcred teaching
strategies 1'0 supp rt and en ourage
student participation.

The Forum was in response
to a mid-February L~gal Process
class in which sensitive marerial
was pre nred. Profes r Le nard
Kaplan was discussing how gov-
ernment, including legal institu-
rl ns, fails adequately to respond
to poverty and he hallenges of
a multicultural society. To bring
the discussion loser to borne, he
referred co the xperiences of the

.mong people in Wisconsin. To
me tudents in the las , Profe sor

Kaplan's ratemenr included racial
sterc0typ·s an d generalizations
abour the Hmong ii, Wisconsin
that were negative and untrue.

Center (continued from p{lge 1)

efforts to expand global opporrunl-
ties for our student and faculty,
and an appropriate next step For the
Law School with its long rradi-
ri n of international engagement,"
say' elm. KJug, irecror of he

enter and UW I rofe sal' of Law.
Klug will work closely with Associ-
are Dire tor umudu Arap: I'm in
developing the center's programs
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The classroom disagreement was
picked up by the press and. by blog-
gel'S and received media attention
10 ally and nationally.

In respon e, a Faculty group,
including Professor Kaplan, issued a
sta ernent that, among other things,
reaffirmed the fa ulty's re ponsibility
and duty to engage udents in the
free and fran! explore don of ideas,
simultaneously acknowledging the
importance of understanding the
experiences, backgrounds,

nd perspectives of stud nrs,
The fi miry als rc p nded
by holding the Mar h 20
I' aching forum.

The forum, organiz d
by I rofessors Jane Larson
and Howard Erlanger,
includ d , fa ulry panel.
Professors arin lauss,
Pilar Ossorio, and heryl
R sen Wesron all spoke
about their strategies for
teaching controversial and
sensi ivc material and for
creating a lassroorn envi-
r nment that encourage
student: participation, They
discussed the pedagog! al,
lntelle ual, and psycho] gi-
cal issues that arise when

and outreach activities,
Klug note that Law School

faculty members have been ac-
tive abroad, teaching, conducting
research, and working to nhance
legal education and practice on ev-
ery continent. "We will continue to
promote this engagement by build-
ing on our lnrernarlonal resources,
su h as our highly succe sful a t

choosing ro rca h onrroversia]
and scnsi rive material, and [hey
examined the personal and profes-
sional risks a.nd rewards involved.
Afrer [he panel spoke, questions

nd c mrnents were taken from the
audience. rudent and professors
contributed, with the emphasis on
problem-solving that focused On

the future, concluding that although
raising sensitive or controversial. issues
can be difficult, ic is a n<::cessary and
important part oflega! education.

Asian Legal tudies enter: OUf

opporeunieies for foreign lawyer to
do research at the Law School; our
student exchange programs with
prorni nenr law schools In Africa,

urope, and Larin America; and
our connections with oth r inter-
national and area studies programs
across campus," Klug says.
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