
Whitford Honored at LEO Banquet

Carnegie Report Draws on Mertz Study

The 3811 annual banque of
tile UW Law School's Legal

d ucation Opportunities
program on Ap it 14, 2007, includ-
ed a surprise award to 'meri us
Professor Bill WhitFord, recogniz-
ing his years of ervl and dedica-
rion ro the Law _ .hool's nationally
recognized program for recruiting
and supporting students of color.

0- hairs f th scholarship-
granting LEO uri hrnent Fund,

ory N .ttles '96 and Eric jacl son
'93, announced that scholar-
hips pr vid d by the fund will b
ailed Whit:ford-L Fell wship .

Alumni, fa ulry, and other friends
of the Law School ontribute to the
fund, which is increasingly impor-

tan in providin financial aid for

Uw aw S hool Professor
. Elizabeth Mertz's newly

publi hed b k, The
Language of Law Schoof: Learning
to 'Think Lilse a Latoyer' ( xford
University Press), served as a major
source of findings for an in-depth
s udy by the arncgi Foundation
for he Advan em nt of T aching
that is making headlines with its
critique of legal education in the
U.S. and 'anada.

The arnegie Foundation
report, "Educating Lawyers: Prepara-
tion for the Profession of Law," has
caught media attention with its re x-
arnlnari n of the concept of "thinking
like a lawyer. ' Th arnegie report
relies heavily on Mertz's study of
law school classroom dynamics.
Senior arnegie F undation scholar

students,
Whi ford served as the chair

of the LEO omrnirtcc from
19 2-2002, as the first secretary
of the Friend of , and the ad-
mlnisrraror of he LE nrichmenr
Fund for irs first five years.

The annual LEO Banquet
gathers past, present, and prospec-
tive students t re onnect and co
eel brate diversity lnltiativcs a the
Law chool. Mol' rhan 4·00 people
attended th is year's banquet, which
was organiz d by he arino/a < W

Student Assoclatl 11.

Keyn t p aker was
L 0 alumnus judge Hi 'am'
Puig-Lugo '88 of the Superior

ourt f the District of Columbia.

William M. Sldlivan, one of the
report's authors, wro e to Mertz
about her bool , "Your findings en-
riched and mboldened our < nalysis
and onclu ions."

Mertz's study involved taping
and coding the entire firs semester
of oritracts classe in eight dif-
ferent law chools, unded by the
American Bar oundarion and rhe
Spencer Foundation this research
tracked the linguistic derails of
exchanges in first-year law school
classr oms

Elizabeth Mertz, who hold
both aJ.D. and a do rorare in
anthropology with a focus on Ian-
guage, is a Senior Research Pellow
at the American Bar Foundation as
well as a Professor at the University
ofWiscollsin Law chool,

FACULTY NEWS

Professor Bill Whitford WaS rec:ognl7ed for
his years of service and dedication to the Law
School's rmlonally recognized progl<lrtl for
recruitlng and supporting students of color.

Thain Represents
U.S. at TACO
Professor erald hain wa one
of the U .. rcprcscntaei es a
the Eighrh Annual Meeting of
the Trans-Atlantic onsumer
Dialogue (TA D), held March
10-13,2007, in Brussels.
Thain i a rn mber f me Inter-
net and Privacy working group.

A D is an organiza-
tion of European and O. .
consumer groups that, among
other things, meet with repre-
sentatives of the governments
seeking pro·consumer and
uniform laws and regulations
dealing with matters of interest
to consumers.
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