Using the Cumulative GPA Management Spreadsheet

Using the GPA Calculator:
 For the most basic operation of the spreadsheet, enter the names of your completed number-graded courses in column A, rows 3-29 as needed.  Next to the course name, enter your grade in column B, and the number of credits in column C.  Next, enter the names of your completed letter-graded courses in column F, rows 3-18 as needed.  Next to the course name, enter your letter grade in column G, and the number of credits in column H.

With this information only, the program will calculate your current numerical GPA (B31), your total number-graded credits (C31), your total letter-graded credits (H20) and your combined total completed credits (H23).  

Honors Targets:
This portion of the screen uses your current GPA and total completed credits to calculate what GPA you would need to maintain for the rest of your law-school career to reach the identified honors targets.  The program assumes you will graduate with 90 credits total.  [Program note- To change this assumption, click on field C34.  The formula will read “=SUM(90,-H20)”  To change the number of credits at graduation, simply change the number 90 to whatever total number of credits you want to assume for graduation.  Repeat this process for field C36 and C38.]  The program also assumes that all of your remaining credits will be available as number-graded credits.  You can modify this assumption as well (see italics below).

Class Rank Targets:
To use the class rank target feature, you must first enter a few more pieces of data.  First, you must enter your targets.  The program lets you specify up to three different targets in rows 42, 44 and 46.  To enter a target, type a target name in field A42, and a target GPA in field B42.  Repeat this process for field A44 & B44 and A46 & B46.  Next, enter the total number of credits you will have at the end of the current semester in field H31.  To check your math, the number that appears in fields C43, C45 and C47 should be the number of credits you are taking this semester.  The program then calculates the GPA you need to achieve in the current semester in order to reach your target.  The answer appears in fields B43, B45 and B47.

To adjust your results to account for any letter-graded courses you are taking in the current semester, simply enter the course name in column F and the number of credits in the corresponding row of column H.  The program will remove those credits from all the cumulative numerical GPA calculations.  (The program doesn’t do any calculations with the letter-graded courses except to include them in your total number of completed credits and to factor them out of the numerical GPA calculations.) 

