CALL FOR PARTICIPATION
South Asian Legal Studies

Pre-Conference Workshop:

October 11, 2007

Madison, Wisconsin

The University of Wisconsin-Madison’s South Asian Legal Studies Working Group (http://www.southasia.wisc.edu/initiative.htm) is pleased to announce a one-day intensive workshop at the start of the 36th Annual South Asia conference (October 11-14, 2007, http://southasiaconference.wisc.edu/). The pre-conference will be held at the University of Wisconsin Law School in Madison, Wisconsin.

Aims: The pre-conference seeks to overcome a number of divides between scholars, particularly between those working on colonial versus post-colonial subjects; inside and outside of law schools; and inside and outside of institutions in South Asia. It aims to build a sense of community between scholars by providing a forum in which junior and senior scholars can interact. Prof. Marc Galanter (UW-Madison) will be co-hosting the event. Senior scholars from South Asia will also be invited.
Format: The pre-conference will consist of informal roundtable discussions. Topics for discussion will include: rethinking categories of South Asian legal identity (religion, language, gender, community, caste, class, and others); strategies for doing research in South Asia (sharing experiences on fieldwork, archives, and organizations); and areas ripe for future research (in law, history, anthropology, literature, economics, and other disciplines). The day will include addresses by senior scholars in the field, and will close with a screening of the UW documentary, “Courts and Councils: Dispute Settlement in India”. The event will coincide with a Madison meeting of contributors to The Cambridge Companion to Law and Hinduism, a volume co-edited by UW Prof. Don Davis. 
Participation: Participants are invited to send organizer Mitra Sharafi a statement (max. 2 pages) outlining their research areas and indicating the roundtables in which they would be willing to participate (listed above): mitrasharafi@yahoo.com. Please include name, position, institutional affiliation, and contact details. Participants are encouraged to organize formal panels for the main UW South Asia conference, rather than for the Oct.11 workshop.
Deadline: Those who would like to participate are requested to notify Mitra Sharafi by May 1, 2007.
Food and lodging: Conference meals will be provided on Oct.11. For accommodation at the hotel where the 36th Annual South Asia conference will be held, please contact the Madison Concourse Hotel: http://www.concoursehotel.com/ Cheaper accommodation can be arranged through the Hostelling International Madison Hostel:  http://www.madisonhostel.org/ 
General information: For information on getting to Madison, registering for the 36th Annual South Asia conference, etc., see the South Asia conference website: http://southasiaconference.wisc.edu/ 
Contact information: Please send statements and queries to Dr. Mitra Sharafi: mitrasharafi@yahoo.com. Sidney Sussex College, Sidney Street, Cambridge, CB2 3HU, UK; ph. +44 (0)773 8000122. From June 2007: Institute for Legal Studies, The University of Wisconsin Law School, 975 Bascom Mall, Madison, Wisconsin, 53706, USA.
