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Hall during breaks in his Branson
Encore concert. The show, a fund-
raiser for WPT, will air on WHA-TV
between 8 and 10 p.m. Friday.

Meanwhile, the Irish Rovers will
perform at 8 p.m. Friday at the
Overture Center. Call 258-4141 for
ticket information.

Today’s Talker on, its Danny Boy

Irish singer Daniel O’Donnell (left),
who has a devoted senior citizen
fan base, will visit Oakwood Village,
6201 Mineral Point Road, from 3 to
4 p.m. Friday to greet residents
and no doubt sing a ballad or two.

O’Donnell will be in the Wisconsin
Public Television studios in Vilas
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Working the west branch of the Sugar River south of Mount Horeb on Wednesday were DNR fish biologists Michael Sorge (left), Kurt Welke and Jim
Amrhein. They found trout that survived the liquid manure runoff that flushed into the stream last week. The biologists used electric probes to col-
lect the living fish, but more than 200 dead trout have been found.

More dead trout, but survivors too

By Bill Novak

The Capital Times

MOUNT HOREB - Department of
Natural Resources fish biologists
found 75 more dead brown trout
Tuesday in the west branch of the
Sugar River south of Mount Horeb,
bringing the total number of trout
killed by liquid manure runoff to 200
so far.

The number of dead fish is ex-
pected to rise when fish that sank to
the bottom of the riverbed float to the
surface.

But DNR workers found some sur-
viving trout in the stream near Mount
Vernon Wednesday afternoon. The
fish that survived the liquid manure
that flushed into the stream late last
week seemed to include only the
younger trout.

Sugar River manure problem assessed

The workers, who used electric
probes to collect living samples from
the stream, said that they also found
surviving sculpin, an environmentally
sensitive fish that is an important
source of food for larger trout.

DNR fisheries biologist Kurt Welke
told The Capital Times they hadn’t ex-
pected to find many, if any, brown
trout still living in that stretch of the
river.

No survival rates have been de-
termined, and DNR officials said that
life in that section of the stream is
still tenuous.

The worst could be still to come if
temperatures warm up considerably
and the liquid manure that had been
spread on upland farm fields near

Wisconsin 78 and Blue Valley Road in
the town of Blue Mounds leaches off
the frozen land into the waterway.

DNR spokesman Greg Matthews
said workers walked the entire six-
mile stretch of the river from Blue
Valley and Sutter roads east to Wis-
consin 92 on Tuesday and found the
75 dead brown trout.

“We are just collecting browns
right now,” he said. “We don’t know
the extent of other species being
killed.”

The investigation into the incident
is continuing. One farmer and a ma-
nure hauler are being questioned
about the liquid manure, in order for
officials to determine exactly where
the manure was coming from.

SIX women earn
YWCA'’s award for
making a difference

By Debra Carr-Elsing

The Capital Times

It may take a village to raise a
child, but it takes just one person at
a time to make a difference in a
community.

Multiply that by six, and you've
got the concept behind the YWCA’s
annual Women of Distinction
Awards.

“We’re happy to be presenting
these awards again to the Madison
community,” said Eileen Mershart,
executive director of Madison’s
YWCA.

“This is almost a magical event
for us because we’re able to bring
out the very best of Madison in
these Women of Distinction honor-
ees.”

So the movement for social jus-
tice and empowerment of women
continues at the YWCA of Madison,
which has announced the six recipi-
ents of its 2005 Women of Distinc-
tion Awards.

This year’s honorees are:

B Shiva Bidar-Sielaff, manager
of interpreter services and minority
community relations at University
Hospital and Clinics.

[l Connie Ferris Bailey, execu-
tive director of Operation Fresh
Start, which helps at-risk young
people by combining on-the-job
training with traditional tutoring.

Il Martha “Meg” Gaines, a fac-
ulty member at the UW-Madison
Law School and director of the uni-
versity’s Center for Patient Partner-
ships, which offers free help for

Bidar-Sielaff

Ferris Bailey

people with life-threatening or

chronic medical problems.

Il Gwendolyn Jones, director
of emerging market development
at American Family Insurance and
an active community volunteer
who has worked with Madison
Metropolitan Links, the African
American Ethnic Academy and the
Urban League of Greater Madison.

B Lindsay McClernan, a pro-
gram assistant in Birth to 3 at the

Dane County Parent Council Inc.
She is receiving the YWCA’s

Gaines

Jones

“Young Woman of Tomorrow”

award, which is a category of the
Women of Distinction Awards.
B Jeanan Yasiri, vice presi-
dent for service innovation at
Dean Health System. A former
newswoman for NBC 15, Yasiri
has a passion for consumer advo-
cacy. She is a senior lecturer in
the UW-Madison department of
consumer science and has co-au-
thored two books: “Tackling the
Uninsured Puzzle” and “Putting

the Patient First.”

McClernan

Yasiri

The YWCA will honor the
award recipients at its 31st annual
Women of Distinction luncheon
Tuesday, May 17, at the Concourse
Hotel, 1 W. Dayton St. The awards
luncheon is the YWCA'’s largest an-
nual fund-raising event. Almost 800
people attended the festivities last
year.

“The awards luncheon takes on
quite a wonderful feeling,” Mershart
said. “It’s a very special occasion for
the YWCA and for the community,
and clearly for the honorees and

their families.”

What'’s unusual this year is that
the Women of Distinction Awards
will include a “Young Woman of To-
morrow” honoree.

“We haven’t done this category
very often,” Mershart said. “It just
depends on who gets nominated in
any given year.

See WOMEN, Page 2B

Dane County Land and Water Re-
sources Department Director Kevin
Connors said farmers should use cau-
tion in how they handle and store lig-
uid manure at this time of the year,
because of the frozen ground condi-
tions and the threat the manure can
pose to waterways and aquatic life.

“If liquid manure must be hauled
because of inadequate storage space,
landowners are strongly encouraged
to stay away from drainage to lakes
and streams and channelized areas,”
Connors said. “Don’t spread manure
on steep slopes, if you have to spread
do it at as low a rate as possible and
keep in mind where the melting snow
or spring rain flows so liquid manure
won't be transported from those
fields.”

See TROUT, Back Page

Forum
on Tasers
reveals
concerns

By Samara Kalk Derby
The Capital Times

Despite the Madison Police Depart-
ment’s best efforts to showcase the
relative safety of Taser stun guns, a
number of community members are
voicing reservations about the depart-
ment’s new technology.

After police officials’ 90-minute
presentation Wednesday at a commu-
nity forum on Tasers at the Monona
Terrace Convention Center, a dozen
community members spoke out —
mostly against the devices, which the
department put into wide use a year
ago.

Local activist John Peck said it is a
misnomer to call the devises “non-le-
thal” since people have been killed by
them.

He said that after the Madison Po-
lice Department got AR-15 assault ri-
fles, the UW Police Department also
wanted them. Now that Madison po-
lice are using Tasers, UW police
want them, too, he said.

“There is an arms race in this
community as violent crime is going
down,” he said.

Peck said he’s been pepper
sprayed during rallies and expects to
be Tasered during future protests.

“I'm very concerned about this
John Wayne, might-makes-right at-
titude,” he added.

Derrick Smith, the father of a
senior at Memorial High School, said
he is still unsettled by a January in-
cident at the school in which a
school-based police officer used a
Taser on a 14-year-old student who
was resisting arrest. The police de-
partment later ruled that the use of
the Taser was appropriate in the
case, and a follow-up report (see
www.cityofmadison.com/police) con-
cluded that the weapons have re-
duced injuries to both officers and
suspects.

But the incident has created a
trust issue in the community, Smith
said.

“How can we get back that trust?
That’s what we need to focus on,” he
told the crowd of about 75, which in-
cluded about two dozen uniformed
and non-uniformed officers.

See TASERS, Page 5B

Cottage Grove mulls
school alternatives

By Ann Marie Ames
Correspondent for The Capital Times

COTTAGE GROVE — It was stand-
ing room only Wednesday night at a
forum on overcrowding in Cottage
Grove elementary schools.

About 100 parents and teachers
gathered to learn about the Monona
Grove School Board’s two options for
addressing the problem.

The two possibilities were gleaned
from a list of contingency plans writ-
ten as a result of the failure of the $40
million referendum on Feb. 15.

“We are really at a drop-dead date
today,” said Monona Grove School Su-
perintendent Gary Schumacher, about
the two options. “To get this done by
the time children come back to school
in August, we’ll have to get this bid
out right away.”

The first option would be to add
two modular or “trailer” classrooms to
Taylor Prairie Elementary School.
Grade configurations would not
change.

The cost of the modular class-
rooms would be an initial setup fee of
$50,000 and an annual lease of
$25,000. According to Schumacher,
funding for these classrooms could
come out of the district’s operating
budget.

The second option, which was part
of the referendum, would be the addi-
tion of four permanent classrooms
onto Cottage Grove School. Second-
graders would be moved from Taylor
Prairie to Cottage Grove School,
bringing the total student population
at Cottage Grove School to over 500
students.

Construction cost is estimated at
$1 million, which Schumacher said
could be borrowed without a referen-
dum from the state trust fund. The
$80,000 annual loan payment also
could come out of the operating bud-

2 options offered
for overcrowding

get, according to Schumacher.

“I'm hoping that either of these op-
tions is a short-term fix while we get
the bigger issue (of overcrowding) ad-
dressed,” he said.

He stressed that the School Board
has been considering contingency
plans since November.

“I am in favor of the four perma-
nent classrooms,” said Cottage Grove
resident Kim Hubing. “The money
should be invested in an asset rather
than thrown away in rent.”

Dan Harvey, also of Cottage Grove,
agreed. “I am in favor of the perma-
nent four class addition,” he said. “It
makes for a lot of kids, but if we're
not at referendum again in a year, we
have bigger problems than I thought.”

Mary Salbi, another resident of
Cottage Grove, was “strongly op-
posed” to building permanent class-
rooms. “I feel it brings the student
population at Cottage Grove School
too high. It is a singular, short-term
solution,” she said.

Linda Wilson, who has been an art
teacher for 15 years in the Monona
Grove School District, also spoke
against the permanent classrooms. “I
doubt if much of the public under-
stands the amount of work it takes to
move a classroom,” she said. “Modu-
lar classrooms would buy us some
time and create the least upheaval for
the majority of the staff.”

One Monona resident addressed
the forum. “What you decide to do
this year is completely up to you,”
said Pete Landry. “When you make
this decision, it comes out of the

See SCHOOL, Page 3B



