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California Bar Exam Information  
 

Amy C. Nuñez 

Director of Admissions 

State Bar of California  

Office of Admissions 

 

180 Howard Street  

San Francisco, CA  94105  

Telephone: (415) 538-2376 

Fax:  (415) 538-2304 

Website: www.calbar.ca.gov/admissions  

 
 

Bar Exam Format  
 
The California bar exam is a two-day exam. California has not adopted the UBE. 

Day 1: Three essay questions given in the morning session and two essay questions plus the 

Performance Test given in the afternoon session. Questions developed by the State Bar of 

California. 

Day 2: Multistate Bar Exam (MBE), a six-hour, 200-question multiple-choice exam.  

Subjects Tested  

California Essay (http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Admissions/Examinations/California-Bar-

Examination/California-Bar-Examination-Scope): Business Associations, Civil Procedure, 

Community Property, Constitutional Law, Contracts, Criminal Law and Procedure, Evidence, 

Professional Responsibility, Real Property, Remedies, Torts, Trusts, Wills and Succession 

MBE Subjects: Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Contracts/Sales, Criminal Law/Procedure, 

Evidence, Real Property, Torts 

California Performance Test: Designed to evaluate your ability to handle a select number of 

legal authorities in the context of a factual problem involving a client. 
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Please use the links below for information about the following topics: 

Bar Exam Dates: 

http://www.ncbex.org/  

Bar Exam Application Fees 

http://www.ncbex.org/assets/BarAdmissionGuide/CompGuide2020_021820_Online_Final.pdf#page=44    

 Grading and Results: 

http://www.ncbex.org/assets/BarAdmissionGuide/CompGuide2020_021820_Online_Final.pdf#page=48   

Additional Information:  

http://www.ncbex.org/publications/bar-admissions-guide/  
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