The Wisconsin-Giessen Exchange Program

The Giessen University Law Faculty, Germany

The exchange program between the UW Law School and JLU Giessen was established in 1983 and envisages both a student exchange and a faculty exchange.  It is the only exchange program, so far, to have a faculty exchange component.  
The Giessen law program offers a wide range of subjects with a particular emphasis on European and International law.  It also houses a number of research units and is involved in interdisciplinary research.    For more information on Giessen, visit its website at (http://www.recht.uni-giessen.de).
Background to the exchange

Professor Heinz Klug is the director of the program.  Under the program two exchange students from Giessen come to Madison and two students from UW go to Giessen during the fall semester, although the numbers can vary sometimes.  While classes are taught mainly in German, an increasing number of classes are now taught in English.  German language courses are offered throughout the semester and immediately before classes start which gives you an opportunity to improve your language skills.
The Environment

Giessen is centrally located and the city offers a wide range of cultural activities.  It has a student population of 20,000 and is located in the Lahn River valley amidst a picturesque landscape of rolling hills.  Getting around is made easy by excellent links via freeways, public transport and the proximity to the Frankfurt airport.  
Money
Wisconsin students pay their regular tuition to the Law School and this covers all academic expenses in Germany.   Students are responsible for their own travel expenses. While in Giessen, students must pay for their own housing and other living expenses.  In Giessen, good accommodation is generally available and the cost of living is relatively modest.
Credits
UW students receive direct UW-law school credits for the courses taken at Giessen.  Because this is a formal exchange between UW and Giessen, the credits are not transfer credits, but rather credits granted by UW.
Academic year and eligibility
Please note that the semesters in Giessen do not correspond with the semesters at UW.  Thus, for example, the Spring semester starts in February and ends in June.  This may pose a problem to our students.  It is advisable not to attempt to go during the last semester of law school.  Not more than two students will be selected for the exchange.  The final examination in Giessen will be an oral examination.
Experience of past students

A past student notes that although the structure of German legal education differs from the American model, with a little planning you can make the experience a very rewarding one.  She referred to the hospitality in Giessen as “amazing” and noted that both faculty and staff were extremely helpful.  If you have any questions, please contact Shawn Boyne at smboyne@students.wisc.edu. 
Application procedure
Applicants for the exchange should submit the following documents by February 22, 2007 to the coordinator of Study Abroad Programs, Sumudu Atapattu (6222 Law)
1.  A completed study abroad application form.

2.  A written statement indicating why you want to study abroad and how foreign study advances your law school program of study.

3.  A copy of your Law School grades (this can be from the web; it does not have to be an official transcript).

4. A copy of your resume.

This will be a one time application for both fall and spring semester exchanges.  Selections will be done by the Study Abroad Committee chaired by Professor Heinz Klug.  
Send direct inquiries about the program to Professor Heinz Klug or general inquiries about study abroad to Sumudu Atapattu.
